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Fish Aggregating Devices are artificial 
objects placed strategically in the 
ocean to gather pelagic fish. They 
were first introduced in 1986 by the  
Overseas Fishery Cooperation 
Foundation (OFCF) of Japan. They’re 
made of various materials such as 
buoys, lines, nets, ropes and are 
anchored to the sea floor. The FADs 
act as a shelter/shade and provide 
food for small fishes.

Background

https://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/legac

y/uploadedfiles/fadreport1212pdf.pdf



Hypothesis

Determine the 
effectiveness of FADs 
regarding:

 Income

 Fuel usage

 Sustainable fishing

 Food security

 Safer fishing



Materials and Methods

 Interviews with the local 
fishermen (what they’ve 
fished, kinds of fishing 
gear, how much was 
caught, and fuel usage.)

 Local fishermen can also 
report on the FADs 
conditions and send 
feedback to MIMRA.

 Findings will be recorded 
in graphs, charts, 
percentages, and tables 
using databases and 
Microsoft software.



Results

This project strives to 
improve livelihood for 
the outer islands. Despite 
the limited feedbacks 
received from the local 
fishermen, the FADs 
Program has 
unequivocally promoted 
sustainable and safe 
fishing in remote 
communities as well as 
lowering fuel usage and 
promoting food security.



Conclusion

All data recorded from 
this project will be used 
to introduce and 
implement required 
modifications, monitor 
their success, and serve 
as a boon for remote 
communities with 
potential to be further 
enhanced for fishing 
activities in the 
Marshall Islands.
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